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Should I buy a TCL TV? If you're shopping for your next TV, and trying to choose between different budget TV brands out there, you may well stumble upon the TCL name - but knowing what to make of it is a very different matter. That's why we've put together everything you need to know about the established Chinese electronics brand, including the latest models we've tested
and what you can expect to pay for them. You can find out what's new for TCL in our TCL TV 2020 guide, where we go through new QLEDs and 8K TVs for this year, and that updates to older favorites like the 5-Series and 6-Series are getting up to date with the latest models. (Hint: it's a lot of QLED and mini-LED.) What about Black Friday and Cyber Monday? We see a number
of TCL TV discounts on Black Friday and cyber Monday sales period. Go over our Black Friday TV deals and Cyber Monday TV deals guides to see how much you can save. While TCL's largest audience is not surprising in its birthplace of China, it now supplies TVs around the world, with a strong presence in the US, Europe, Australia and Southeast Asia. After a hesitant launch
in the UK in 2018, TCL is also expanding its range in the UK with two new QLED (C71 and C81) and the promise of 8K TVs to come too - which may well make more of an impact than the low 2648 and EP658 models we've seen so far. We now know that TCL's excellent roku TV collaboration will flow to Europe and South America, presumably with new landing models in the UK -
although we'll be the first to let you know when that information is firmer. So how do TCL TVs differ from competition, and are they worth your money? Read on for everything you need below. Should I buy a TCL TV? The main advantage of TCL in the television market is its aggressive pricing. It produces TVs on a large scale and has transferred a lot of these savings to
consumers in a bid to win over global audiences. If you're looking for cheap TV that offers a lot at a price, TCL would often be a good bet - often for very large TVs the size too. If the thought of a 55 inch or 65 inch TV fork made you sweat, know that TCL won't charge you through the nose for it - and the TV offers everything from 32 inch TVs to massive 75-inch screens. There are
always cost versus performance issues to consider as cheaper TVs almost inevitably mean a drop in quality from their more premium counterparts. Image processing is often the first thing to suffer, with major processors unable to actually cope with the demands of high-resolution television. TCL TVs tend to be heavy enough on image processing, which, in some words, provides a
dynamic picture, but can lead to color images and medium contrast. The TCL 6-Series is one of our favorite mid-class TV models - and received QLED (Image credit: TCL) TCL functions and formats4K formats4K resolution the norm for smart TVs these days is what's great under for those who want to watch TV and movies in crisp Ultra HD details. You'll often get a high dynamic
range (HDR) included too, although a TV under $500/£500/AU$700 usually won't have the specifications to really draw an extended HDR color scheme - so keep in mind that a cheap 4K HDR set from TCL won't provide the same picture as a top-level TV. TCL has used a number of operating systems for its TVs over the years, so it's worth making sure you get a decent smart TV
platform with a TV. Many of its midsize U.S. sets use the roku TV smart platform, and makes for a false, thoughtful interface with lots of your favorite streaming apps like Netflix, Hulu and Amazon Prime Video. Other TCL kits, such as DP648 in the UK, use a much more basic Linux OS. Most of TCL's new TVs, however, come with the same Android OS - in an attempt to
standardize across the board - which is a good all-round smart platform that's also used by Sony and Hisense.Disney Plus price tag: how to sign up, and how much it costSTCL has some more experimental TV designs now and then, pretty much closer to its home market in China. But American viewers after something fantasies might want to keep an eye on the TCL 8-Series 8K
QLED, which marks the start of TCL's breakthrough into ultra-high resolution 8K. The much-loved TCL 6 series has also received a QLED display update: read our review of the QLED series TCL 6 to learn more. It's also worth noting that TCL doesn't support HDR10+, sticking instead to the leading Dolby Vision format for its quirky TVs, although it will only really make a difference
if you plan to watch a lot of premium HDR formats. Overall, your choice of TCL TV may come down to where you live. There are a lot of TVs in the U.S. that we've reviewed well, and TCL has created an understanding of the market and what American viewers want from their TVs. In the UK you have fewer options that are not quite as competitively priced. If you choose a TCL TV,
however, you can rest assured that you're getting a good TV value. TCL's new QLEDs look set to improve their UK line (Image credit: TCL) TCL TV reviewsSo is the backdrop to TCL, but what did we actually think of the TVs we tested? We've looked at TCL TVs at a range of prices, sizes and specs and you're checking out the most important ones below. TCL 6-Series 2020
QLED with a mini-review (USA): The new TCL 6-Series R635 continues to shine as a beacon for budget TV buyers out there. The inclusion of MiniLED technology increases the contrast of the 6-series, and the AiPQ Engine does a great job of enhancing HD video. Motion handling is still not flawless and it's not the brightest LED-LCD TV, but overall it's great value at the starting
price of the $649.TCL 8-Series 8K QLED Roku TV hands on review the use of 8-Series mini-LEDs and QLED technology deliver a marked leap over the 6-Series, including better off-angular viewing and a subtler overall design. Just know while he's be the best TCL, we fully expect it to be TCL's most expensive yet. TCL 6-Series Roku TV review (USA): The TCL 6-Series is the
best TV under $1,000, period. Packing a wide color scheme, Dolby Vision and full-length panel for just $650 for a 55-inch 55R617, this is a budget 4K TV that we'll recommend to friends, family and readers by the end of the year. TCL 6-Series 4K QLED Roku TV review (USA): The TCL 6-Series remains one of the best budget TVs you can buy thanks to its excellent 4K HDR
performance and the inclusion of high-quality AV formats like Dolby Vision. This QLED update is a big boost, although motion handling and HD increases continue to suffer. TCL 5-Series (USA): With a bit of customization you can turn the TCL 5-Series into a solid, mid-level LED TV. It doesn't have the highest peak brightness on price, and suffers from the existence of a much
higher 6-series that costs just $100-$200 more. TCL EP658 4K Smart TV (UK): The 2019 upgrade to DP648 isn't a major overhaul, with a clumsy boost and some sync issues, even if native 4K works great for this cheap chipset. TCL DP648 4K Smart TV (UK): The first TCL set to reach UK shores, the DP648 promises 4K on a budget and it does just that. It can't compete with more
upscale models, and image processing can make HDR content worse for wear. But the 4K TCL set still offers a fair amount for the price. For our best TV choices, our guide to the best TVs is here to help bit by bit, technology inches ahead and the world is changing around us. Even the things we do for granted are dramatically evolving year after year. TVs, in particular, have
changed significantly over the past few decades. Just 50 years ago, black and white TVs were still more common than their color counterparts. Now there are many different types of TVs with different capabilities, sizes and shapes. Among them, many TVs carry a smart designation, but what exactly makes them smart? Technically, smart is just a marketing buzzword that indicates
that competing products are dumb, even if they are comparable. Because of this, there is no accurate definition of what a smart product is or is capable of doing. In general, there are several types of smart technologies. Some smart devices don't require an Internet connection or any other network, but have intuitive user interfaces that allow automation and programming. Smart
connected devices use systems like Wi-Fi or Bluetooth to communicate with each other or online. This allows them to link together, provide useful information and stay up to date. Most smart TVs fall under this category. simonkr / Getty Images When manufacturers describe TV as smart, it usually means two things: a TV is able to connect to the internet and it has application
platform. The application platform is similar to a cable service provider. Just as a cable provider can offer a channel to its customers, applying the application allow users to download the app. Different brands of smart TVs have different application platforms. There are dozens of manufacturers with dozens of application platforms. Some use Google's Chromecast, some use Roku
TV, while others rely on Amazon's Fire TV. Generally, most of these platforms are incredibly similar, and most offer access to popular streaming services like Netflix, Hulu or Amazon Prime. Vesnaandjic / Getty Images To provide access to various applications, a smart TV needs access to an Internet connection. In most homes, this means connecting it to a Wi-Fi network. Most Wi-
Fi networks have a name that sets it off from other networks and a password that protects it from unauthorized access. To connect the TV to a Wi-Fi network, users will need to select their wireless connection from the list, and then manually enter the password. Some TVs have full keyboard remotes, although most of them display a keyboard on the screen that users will move
using the remote control. Once the TV connects to the internet, it will be able to access the app platform and offer hundreds of different streaming services. The specifics of this will vary for different brands and models. pictafolio / Getty Images What most people want to know before they buy a smart TV if it's worth the cost. Most smart TVs are slightly more expensive than standard
TVs of this size, so it may be tempting to choose a standard option. The main advantage that smart TVs have over their counterparts is simply the level of content they offer. Standard TVs require a signal from a cable box or similar device, allowing them to display content. Eventually, users need to subscribe to different content packages from the cable provider. Compared to
streaming services, these content packages are often significantly more expensive. In addition, some smart TVs offer web browsing, games, and access to non-TV apps. It may be useful for some people to visualize a smart TV as a large tablet or smartphone. scanrail / Getty Images Because they can connect to the Internet, smart TVs offer some unique and interesting features.
Most importantly, they are able to connect and work with other devices. This means users can send images and videos from their phones to their TVs. Some TVs can even do the process in the opposite direction, allowing users to take their content anywhere in their home. Some brands call this SmartShare, while others call it SmartView, screen mirroring, or screen sharing.
adventtr / Getty Images In addition to phones, some smart TVs are able to connect to other smart devices. For example, there are security systems that connect to networks to download video from cameras. Some app platforms can carry an app that allows users to look at their security camera feed from their TV. This can even expand to a fully customizable procedure. A person
can create a morning program that automatically automatically on a smart coffee pot and lights while switching TV to a person's favorite morning show. milindri / Getty Images Smart TVs have costs besides the TV itself. While most application platforms offer hundreds of free apps, many of the most popular streaming services require a monthly subscription or some kind of pay-
per-view. In addition, users will have to provide an Internet connection to use the TV, meaning they must pay for an Internet service. However, many people already have Internet service in their homes. In addition, even with Internet accounts and streaming services, costs are still typically lower than the average cable subscription. kupicoo / Getty Images Since smart TVs require
an internet connection, many people may wonder if there is a specific internet package they will need in order to use their smart TV. This is a difficult question because there is no right answer. In addition to having an Internet connection, there are technically no requirements for Internet services. However, various streaming services will recommend different internet speeds in
order to use their services properly. Additionally, some Internet packages have limits on the amount of data that customers can use each month. Because streaming can use a large amount of data, it's important to connect with ISPs and choose the most compatible package. deepblue4you / Getty Images One of the biggest advantages of a smart TV is that its apps will receive
frequent updates. These updates can range from simple user interface changes to deleting various problems. However, some app developers may not update their apps for older TVs. This means that individuals planning to buy a TV and use it for years can take advantage of the choice of a third-party streaming device that connects to a TV rather than buying a smart TV. tomazl
/Getty Images There are some concerns about privacy concerns involving smart TVs. Many people are concerned about dishonest individuals hacking their Wi-Fi networks and using their TVs to spy on them. While this is a possibility, it is incredibly unlikely that the average person's TV is at risk. However, to avoid potential problems, it would be reasonable not to send personal or
financial information via TV. Instead, it would be better to use a computer with a wired connection for these purposes. Xijian / Getty Images
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